

















{ THE NEAR FUTURE HOLDS
TREMENDOUS PROMISE FOR
RESORTS TO EMBRACE A NUMBER OF
RENEWABLE AND ALTERNATIVE
ENERGY TECHNOLOGIES, ALL TIED
TOGETHER THROUGH “SMART
GRID” TECHNOLOGIES THAT ALLOW
FOR MORE RESPONSIVE AND COST-
EFFECTIVE ENERGY MANAGEMENT. }
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as wind, solar, combined heat and power, and
micro-hydro.”

In Vermont, individual resorts and Ski
Vermont have partnered with Efficiency
Vermont, operated by a nonprofit organization,
to develop more energy-efficient snowmaking
systems. Still other resorts such as Washington’s
Summit at Snoqualmie are finding unplanned
opportunity from existing programs.

“While we've had discounted season
passes for 10 years, we've recently realized it’s
a good adaptation strategy too,” notes Trevor
Kostanich, director of planning and develop-
ment. “Even if the season shrinks by 10 days,
pass holders can still get plenty of days in.”

V' GNhileFsbime larger resorts are building

high-profile programs to fight climate change,
smaller resorts may feel hamstrung by a lack of
in-house expertise or capital. Auden Schendler,
executive director of sustainability for Aspen
Skiing Co. (ASC), says theres vlenty of help
for resorts with fewer available resources if they
lock for it, including willing student interns.
“We're fighting these guys [students] off

with sticks, and at one point had three interns

I37vorking for us for free',_| egcﬁ goi(gg\/\(lugely
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valuable work like chasing down rebates, doing carbon foot-
printing, and certifying a LEED building,” says Schendler.

Other options for smaller resorts include partnering
with a nongovernmental organization, pursing grants, or
working jointly with local governments. Even with such
leadership by resorts and a commitment by the industry to
fight climate change, Schendler says that meeting lofty goals
to mitigate global warming — including ASC’s goal of reducing
greenhouse gas emissions 25 percent from 2000 levels — can't
happen without outside support, which is where advocacy
plays an important role.

“We need help from climate legislation and from
increased state and federal renewable portfolio standards for
utilities, and we need to retire old coal plants,” says Schendler.
“This is not about heater timers in your lift shacks and LEED
buildings, its about finding your biggest lever, which is the
huge influence the ski industry can have as an iconic and
loved business on big picture policy and public opinion.”

In the end, with its very existence on the line, Whistlers
DeJong says its up to the ski industry to be out in front,
pulling progress on climate change forward, rather than
pushing from behind.

{"MOST OF THE LOW-
HANGING FRUIT IS GONE...
AND NOW WE'RE LOOKING
AT PROJECTS WITH LONGER
PAYBACKS SUCH AS WIND,
SOLAR, COMBINED HEAT AND
POWER, AND MICRO-HYDRO.” }

— BRENT GILES, DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS, PARK CITY

“We are the canary in the coal mine,” says DeJong, who
boils it all down to three simple principles for resorts to
follow. “Protect the climate with your own actions, share your
progress with others, and inspire action.”

Dave Wortman is a program manager at Brendle
Group (www.brendlegroup.com), a Fort Collins, Colorado-
based engineering consulting firm focused on sustainability
and specializing in work with the ski industry. B
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